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Hearing-impaired Emiratis prepare

ANAM RIZVI

Hearing-impaired Emiratis
say they can now “dream of a
brighter future” as they prepare
to graduate from university.

The class of 30 students from
Al Ain University of Science and
Technology will receive degrees
in applied psychology, applied
sociology and special educa-
tion next month, four years af-
ter starting their studies.

The university set up bache-
lor’s degrees tailored for stu-
dents with hearing difficulties
as part of a strategy to widen
access to higher education.

The courses were free to at-
tend and were partly funded by
the Ministry of Education.

The initiative has proved such
a success that a further 40 un-
dergraduates have enrolled on
the courses.

Dr Noor Aldeen Atatreh,
chancellor of Al Ain Universi-
ty of Science and Technology,
said many UAE residents with
impaired hearing would find
higher education more afford-
able if they were able to stay in
the UAE.

“Most of these students used
to go abroad and faced a heavy
financial burden to complete
their higher education. Some

_—
-2

of them had to leave education
because of the costs,” he said.

“We are going to graduate the
first batch of hearing-impaired
students in Al Ain soon and
we received so many requests
from people that we managed
to get another 40 students at
the Abu Dhabi campus.”

The initiative is a partnership
between Al Ain University of
Science and Technology, the
Ministry of Education and the
UAE Deaf Association, which
was launched in Al Ain in 2015.

It has since been extended to
the Abu Dhabi campus.

The university aims to eventu-
ally offer courses for students
with a variety of special needs.

“We give back to society
through various channels and
this is one of them. We must

¥ Dr Noor
Aldeen
Atatreh

of Al Ain
University of
Science and
Technology
Antonie
Robertson / The
MNational

»

not restrict ourselves to finan-
cial aid,” Dr Atatreh said.

“The workforce is ruthless
and competitive, so students
need to be equipped with the
right degree.

“This specialisation will be
important to these students
and will enhance their chances
of getting proper jobs.

“They will not be restricted to
being receptionists or taking
a desk job but will have wider
choices.”

The students follow the same
curriculum as all other under-
graduates but each tutor is ac-
companied by an interpreter
using sign language during lec-
tures and seminars.

“This must be a national ef-
fort. I urge all academics to
start such initiatives and try to

[]

The
National
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