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Sustainability accounting and its impact on the quality of
financial reports: Evidence from Industrial Firms

Abedalrazzak K. Al-Shehadeh ¥, Ghaleb A. El Refae @, Abdel Nasser Humaidan ©

@ Al Zaytoonah University of Jordan, Jordan
M abdulrazzaqsh@zuj.edu.jo

@ Al Ain University, UAE
© Aleppo University, Syrian Arab Republic

Abstract

This article demonstrates the impact of sustainability accounting with its dimensions:
environmental, economic, and social on the quality of financial reports of ASE-listed
pharmaceutical and chemical firms. To achieve the research objectives, the applied approach
based on the financial reports and statements of the research sample firms is used as the main
source of research data between (2016) and (2021). A sample of (27) firms is selected from the
number of firms in the field of various industries that represent the research population of (53)
firms, i.e. (51%) of the research population that meets the criteria for selecting the research
sample. Statistical methods are also used to test the hypotheses and attain the results. The
findings indicate that the environmental, economic, and social dimensions of sustainability
accounting activities partially or completely affect the financial reports’ quality through simple
and multiple regression models. The results of the statistical analysis also show that increasing
the reporting of sustainability dimensions leads to an increase in the financial reports’ quality of
the firms under research. From the research perspective, it is a logical result as the firms’
departments and regulatory institutions tend to provide appropriate and complete information
to the beneficiaries and stakeholders. The research recommends supporting the ASE-listed firms
that adopt initiatives related to reporting on sustainability accounting, including the Fourth
Generation Global Reporting Initiative (GRIG4), and reviewing the listing and disclosure
instructions on the ASE by including reporting on sustainability accounting as one of the main
requirements for disclosure and listing on the stock exchange.

Keywords: sustainability accounting; quality of financial reports; industrial firms.
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Abstract

The issue of providing a link between the electronic administrative contract is among the vital
topics related to administration activities. E-government, aims to develop methods of providing
its services, so this study aimed to examine the electronic document and electronic signature
as means of proving the electronic administrative contract. the study will be accomplished
via a descriptive comparative analytical approach sometime, and the study reaches its fixed
results. Most notably, the electronic editors have received the attention of the French legislator
and the European directive. Furthermore« its function, which reflected positively on the
administrative judge in achieving a balance between the administration and the contractor. The
study concluded with several recommendations, the most prominent of which is the need for

government departments to adopt unified legislation for the contract Electronic administration.

Keywords: Electronic Official Document; Electronic writing; Electronic Signature.
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The Basis of Legality of Restricting Competition Agreements

A Comparative Analytical Study

Zeyad Khalil Hassan ¥, Tariq Abdel Rahman Kameel @

-2 Al Ain University - United Arab Emirates

® Tariq.kameel@aau.ac.ae

Abstract:

This research dealt with defining the concept of restricting competition agreements, the stance of
legislative and jurisprudential definitions that were said were reviewed in defining what the concept
means? Its definition as an agreement whether this agreement is explicit or implicit between two or
more establishments, or completely independent from each other, regardless of the form/shape such
agreement takes, or its location and the results it achieves that would prevent or impede competition
in the market. Also, the conditions to consider the agreement as restricting competition were clarified,
as it is required that there be an agreement and that the aim of this agreement is to restrict competition.
Pictures of the different competition-restricting agreements that can arise between establishments have
also been exposed, whether they are contractual, which are divided into vertical agreements and vertical

agreements. It is called organic agreements and orchestrated acts.

The exceptions to agreements restricting competition were also addressed, and the prohibition
of agreements restricting competition is not considered absolute, but rather has its exceptions, as the
comparative legislation in question granted the competent authority (the Minister of Economy, for
example) approval to grant licenses to agreements whose owners can prove that they lead to economic
development or technical, or contribute to improving operation, or would allow small and medium

enterprises to enhance their competitive position in the market.

Finally, the boundaries between the agreements restricting competition and other anti-competitive
practices, such as abuse of dominant positon and economic concentration, were distinguished and

clarified.

Keywords: Competition law; restricting agreements; anti-competitive practices.
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Legislative policy in the face of discrimination
and hate crimes in UAE law
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Abstract

The crime of spreading and promoting speech of discrimination and incitement to hatred is
one of the most severe crimes witnessed in this era, especially after the current technical
explosion, which helped the rise of this crime to the surface in a large and influential way in all
societies. Due to the severity of this crime, it has become a threat to security, societal stability
and social peace, as it is practiced by individuals, as it affects the humanity and dignity of the
human being. Therefore, the Emirati legislator established a special punitive penalty to
criminalize the acts described as the crime of spreading and promoting speech of discrimination
and incitement to hatred and set the penalty for them, as well as The UAE has put in place legal
and societal mechanisms to effectively prevent and combat it.

The study reached a number of results and recommendations, the most important of which
are: adding the text of Article (1) of the Law on Combating Discrimination and Hate of the
United Arab Emirates, in accordance with the latest amendments to Federal Decree-Law No. 11
of 2019 the phrase (discrimination that would lead to the derogation, restriction or robbery of
basic rights and freedoms of individuals), and the text is in the form Discrimination: Any
distinction, restriction, exclusion or preference among individuals or groups on the basis of
religion, creed, creed, creed, sect, race, color or ethnic origin, a discrimination that would lead
to a breach of the principle of equality in basic rights and freedoms of individuals or in General
costs and duties. The study also recommended adding a text in the text of Article (4) of the Law
on Combating Discrimination and Hate of the United Arab Emirates, in accordance with the
latest amendments to Federal Decree-Law No. 11 of 2019 the phrase “the motivator of hatred”
so that the motivator of hatred is included in the elements of criminalization, and the scope of
application of each of the law becomes clear. Combating discrimination, hatred and the penal
code in relation to crimes related to religion.

Key words: discrimination; hate speech; social peace; criminal confrontation.
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The role of applying green innovation on
enhancing environmental sustainability in the
industrial facilities in Palestine

Ahmad Mohammad Herzallah @, Afnan Mahmoud Al Qawasmi ®, Yasmeen Mahmoud
Abd Alwahab ©

(29 A1-Quds university— Palestine

O ahirzallah@staff.alquds.edu

Abstract

This study aims to examine the role of applying green innovation in enhancing environmental sus-
tainability in industrial facilities in Palestine. To do so, researchers have used an analytical descriptive
methodology that suites the reality of this study, by designing a two parts questionnaire. The first one
includes: The reality of applying green innovation to industrial facilities through (Green Product, Green
processes, and Green Management). The second one includes: Enhancing environmental sustainability
in industrial facilities. The study was conducted on senior management of 207 Palestinian industrial

facilities, using a non-probability sampling with a final result of (137) respondents.

The study has found that the overall degree of applying green innovation as well as the overall
degree of environmental sustainability in industrial facilities in Palestine was high. Moreover, it has
showed a significant relation between areas of green innovation combined and enhancing environmental
sustainability in these facilities. Furthermore, it showed an impact of applying green innovation includ-
ing (Green Product, Green processes, and Green Management) on enhancing environmental sustainabil-
ity, even though, there were some differences in the evaluation of sample study individuals in the areas
of green innovation and environmental sustainability according to the sector variable. For example,
these differences were in favor of people working in the furniture industry sector over those working in

the food industry sector.

Key words: Green innovatio; sustainability; green product; green operations; green manage-

ment; Palestine.
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CLASSIFICATION OF ELECTRONIC CRIMES ACCORDING
TO THE NATURE OF THE RIGHT ASSAULTED

(A COMPARATIVE STUDY BETWEEN THE PALESTINIAN
AND EMIRATI LEGISLATIONS)

Mohammad Badousi

Alistiglal University, Palestine

ma_badousi@pass.ps

Abstract:

This research investigates the issue of the different classifications of electronic crimes,
and the importance of classifying them in the criminal law, with a focus on the specificity
and the importance of the right assaulted in classifying them, as well as the importance of
classifying them according to this criterion at all stages of the legal process to Combatting
phenomenon of electronic crime. In this study we also investigates, the approach of Palestinian
and Emirati legislators in classifying and regulating the provisions electronic crimes and
Communications Crimes & information technology, pursuant to Decree-Law No. 10 of 2018,
and Federal Law Decree-Law No. 34 of 2021 on combating phenomenon of electronic crime.
At the end of the study, the researcher reached a set of conclusions and recommendations, One
of the most important of conclusions is that The classification of electronic crimes based on the
criterion of the right assaulted constitutes a vital issue in confronting these crimes, just as the
Palestinian legislator did not follow a specific approach in his classification of electronic crimes
and their substantive and procedural provisions, as the UAE legislator did in organizing and
classifying crimes according to a clear approach. One of the most important recommendations
is the necessity of the legislator the need for the Palestinian legislator to make amendments to
the electronic crimes Law, classify these crimes, and separate the substantive and procedural

provisions within this law, as well as amend the texts of Articles (21, 28, 48) of this law.

Keywords: modern technologies; electronic crimes; classification of electronic crimes; the

nature of right assaulted; criteria for classification of electronic crimes.
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The moderating effect of accounting conservatism on
the relationship between information asymmetry and
cost of capital: An empirical study on the industrial
companies listed on the GCC markets
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to identify the moderating effect of accounting conservatism on
the relationship between information asymmetry and cost of capital. Since this issue is almost
neglected in the emerging markets, especially in the Arab countries, the study uses data belongs
to the industrial companies listed on the exchanges of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries covering the 2015-2021 period. The results show that accounting conservatism
moderates the positive effect of information asymmetry on the cost of capital. Therefore,
companies may reduce cost of capital by decreasing information asymmetry and enhancing the
use of conservative accounting practices. In particular, the level of disclosure and the efficiency
of governance should be enhanced. Regulators can significantly contribute in this regard by
issuing relevant regulations and improving the oversight over companies. Finally the study

provides insights to be considered in the future research.
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AN 0 gl (udaa J g8 cilia g gy (B A el S AN sl Jlall (il ) A8 5 cila glaal) Jilad ads G 433l ABdle dllia :H1

L}«J@Ad\jéﬁbﬂ)ﬁ@&.@)ﬂ\ﬂuﬁﬂ‘ ‘5.\Jdu‘wbm‘gﬂu‘9u‘&we& MUM\@:WM!M\ﬁx;HZ
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dagiall 3
Al Al die g palina 3.1

TR PP A\ JCNIEDE I 75 PRI PSPPI L 0 S WL PO JRO = S T INUNS
Sajwani, Soudan &) 4S yi-de claaid sl sig g Al Jso 8 sl elli (e o lias s i) A gl
e V) U Gailad () 5252 «(2017 Krishna) ey S8 48l jaas e Lasleie) (Olabi, 2023
sia asen La Ly V)4 dli) (Asadi, Sheikh, & Hammoudeh, 2023) Leale 4aliyl § i sallal) Al
Al yuladll e ;Lga)}_kgj\u&\uﬁm%ﬂjuu\ @l A gl pleal) godas Jgall
(2023 ,IFRS Foundation)

O 281 sl s dpailatiae ) il aads Mie & il ccleUadll CaMiAly J sl 8 dpapkaill ae ) @l Caliss
(b Adie Caling Slie (ol gLl 8 Jlall (ul 5 JS o sgia (8 (LIS el 8L L) aads ) el
onlae J33 Clia ) g Aea jaall Aalall Aaalusall deliall ¢S 53l e Gl jall 3 5 (el 5 5al el elas
25% (a3 48 55 60 e A sSe die e Al pall cuy el 4S5 5238 Lee sana iy il g aalal) g bl
S8l g sana (e

Aa el deliall @ilS 5 il (50 25% )l Le Hlial o G Al Clia ) sall g i a8

A (8 (1) Jsiadl b gty LSy a2l 5 5% JDA Lailily 585 da s e il st I iamy JS 8
itlae S 55§ i s IS8 3 iy sS S 8 6 oot el S 5 7 s pas 38 55 36 el Al
g ull alaabliad sae LJ.A;‘ t\;@u}u 2021 22015 O s2iaall 3 yal) Al yall Lfl:uu Aki i<, 53

338 ke 420 Gusl all Aisa]
Al e g aaina 1] Jgia
T o e Gl Sl aae TP
36 61% 146 T
7 1% 27 sl 2l Y
6 10% 23 PN
3 5% 11 Cpoad)
5 8% 20 olee aalal
3 5% 11 ks
60 100% 238 g saxdll

o)yl ) e g cililiall 3.2

| &PJ“ DA e IS BNy lsl) e 4y gllagl) C'_a\_'a\,)..ﬂ\b_‘s:dj_ha;l\e_’"\sh\)ﬂ\ g_q\A_A\é_Js;ﬂ
Gl yaria paldl Lele dj_.aaj\?_uls\_\l_ul\ sda _LM\JJ\QM}A_&A\ S il g Ol sall Ay g yi<IYY cj\}d\
cJanids L.rm Al

155 | 2024 el dsud) (J5Y sy




slall Gl g ARISH g o glaal) Jilal pde G ABad) o paiaall Bdall Junal) 1Y)

A ¢ glall Galaa J g3 a5 (A da jtal) Aelinall S Hil) oAbt A

Independent variable Jiiwall yiiall 1.2 .3

Jiay g ¢l 5 sl a8 406 gLl lallacadll e s g el sleal) Jilai are s JEwdl) il
058 Y Sl slaal 5 laY) @il lagand g Say liiall Cal jdal (i o s ill g a Sl Cim e dileslaa b s d g g
. (Lambert, Leuz & Verrecchia, 2012) o=lall 5 (paalosad) Jhia 5 a1 Gl LY dals]

.(Bhatia & Kaur, 2023) ALy (el (Al o galll oty ¢ juiall 13l y8lae il ydgiare b by
o] Al sl Hall U e crerdiiad ) Gudiall aal e Bid-Ask Spread callall sl (iala i
M ad) G 8N i (ialedl 128 (Ajina et al., 2015; Alia & Awwad, 2022) <la slaall Jilai are
ety agaal) e 8 i Sl Aty 631 el g gl e Jsmnll Jlie 4xial ag ) (g i daiy
O @ s Joiadl g o) o8 aas Jaadl (s (3 ()5S Cams llasleal) (8 JALaS ade 5 2o ialel) 1aa
5 A iy Las QB8 (G pmsal) (e Gl O (e (el (algl) Jag e Joliadly ) S Jslaill e 80
(Alia & Ao sill 5 el Crn (e Ay e pgd Aaliall il sbaall g sl Gl pdal oy il shaall Jilal pre

(Al-Jaifi et al., 2017): A0ul Adalaall (34 5 llall g (ia yall Jials Sluial o5 Awwad; 2022)

SPREADit=1/DitY(ASKit-BRIDit)/(ASKit+BIDit)/2

(BIDit) e s (ol g 5851 ) Al oL Dt ecadlall 5 a jall (il a3 SPREADt 0f s
(ASKir) b s Jail

Dependent variable &bl jaial) 2 2 .3

a0 sl A AL 2SS ¢y aaie e () sSi Al all s 8 Al oniAl) s Jlal) Gl Al
S s oy 5 (WACC) Jall (ol 48K e ) o giall aladiinly oy gill il ) A8ISH) (Wl 8
:( Ellili, 2020)

WACC= Ke*WEq +Kd * WD

LS s K «Jsa¥) Hlea) A ASLal) (B sia Ao b WEG ALl §s8a 44185 Ji3 Ko o Cion
sl Aaa) (5 s J s laa) o Lle (s Alaa) (A G small s a3 D ¢y 5l

,Alia & AbuSarees) -hblaall e (aysaill (55 pafiiasall allay (31 23l Jaaa uSad 4_SLal) 4415

L Y gl 124 ) Y) (CAPM) Allamsd J) Jma¥) pmnsi 3 503 IS s 4l s L Bale 5 ¢(2023

s 8 i A ALl 5o LaSIL aiady (5 saall (o Lial 8 e o g8y 45 S 38 S0 (31 5] 8 aaladi
IS A g ALl A4S sl oty (6315 Gordon (Milhem, 2015)z 3 s aladiwl 4l )all

e= DPSi/Pit + Git

X de jgall ZL V) (e agead) pai -] (5 sboasi g cagnad] dadsiall Cllay 35l DPS Sl A8 K (o S

Gl s Jas Syl daaly Al \W |
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Moderating variable Jaal) j2iall 3 2 .3

Clga sill ol bl e e gana 4l e Basu (1997) Gross (Jamall osiiall) ool agaill Ca yny
e Ao lai¥) J paall e ilay 45 e A ulaall Jsa) dad dla (ealadsl 1) g5 ) dpalad)
Lelasiul Lo JiST 5 Lganl aaslaal) agall 8 8 Lgalasiul €y 3l Z3laill e e gene A8l el )
Crans (5 sl 35 LS im iy 3 gaill 12 ) W) o g el asilaall Jadail) e 5 5 52 WBasu (1997) gdsw
i3S a2 el dlaiiid Cm e 3 sall) 13 2 LaS Lo Al g 3aad) LAY 2l jlaul (uSas
L) clint sl 3 s A pall o2 Caerdiul a8 LA (Givoly & Hayn, 2000) el s sl ¢ s
Glaat il aa) o A8 o 2 aiay g3 g laéatll Wil Givoly and Hayn (2000)3da) 52 5 ¢ha (s2)
(—aild A e e U Ll J g 5l A gl |y dad A indat A gy 23 el 1 Jliay Aol ) st il
(Al-fadhel, g (3 sl 8 caisda ) il ol (e ned) (o8 (e daladiion) o a8 g cdaiall i) g Jaal
Liad) gl i) pal )81 e z3 5l s o 9% 20205 Allia et al., 2020; Alia & AbuSarees, 2023)
) A tadaie Ay ilae Al ecliatinall aladin Aai dlie Sl Al el A5 e g 1) (L el
(Givoly, dulaadl Clulundl A e sl Lgr aSaB A0l Aala 55 e Cliatase Hseda () (550 o2
.Hayn & Natarajan, 2007)

Ciléaiwdll Dummy variable e 5 aieS Jaéaill (il & «Givoly and Hayn (2000) g3 sl Ui
el ani ety ] Al Lel panady s A dainte L ulae by 305 3LAL O ad Ll A0 2 5 e
Gl oy sl dadll e e Qa3 el o se dplin Sl e cliat ) (555 Ladie i
Cia Aglia i) ciliat ) 5 MY U8 cliata) Mea) o Gl JOA (e Adlad) Al il e cliat ol
Al L aal) Lgia La g yhae DDaY) ae i)l dlis aan Joala (g sban BlaY) Jod cliat ) Jaa) ¢
(sl el aedll e JS 8 ) il ¢ sane Al i) Ciliat el (e Ly gl il A 35V e
(Abu Alia et al., 2019) iy sl ciliat wall 5 Al o alll (Latia de drall Cay jladll

Control variables 4aial) < yiiall 4 2 .3

Al Al 5 AS 8l aaas Lgaal Jlall (ol 5 40815 e Lo il il ol jopaiiall (e 2 ael) @llia
Lagall Jeal sadl (n amnall iy Adadlin ) oS Al all oda (8 e W) (e Laadal o gl sl ()3
O3-S aaall 35S S 5 3l a el Jara b 63 yopiaall S il 45 ey saill i) 5 il Gus e
Juiidl) ane gl gall Gaiad e 5l Lgh a5 o Ll Ll il 5 lgilasiad gL ) 5 ¢ ydalaa) il )y das J4
o= Julb (Brigham & Houston, 2001; Bhojraj & Sengupta, 2003; Khurana & Raman, 2003)
Jsma) Alaa) atiy jle o Aty 48 53l ama (b o Jlall Gl 4815 548 530 ama (i duSe 480 25 g
Of ainy (s yaldga (1 (2022 ,Alia & Mardawi, 2021; Abu Alia & Barham) 4l 5 5l 4 g3 &
e 545 (2005 ,Cai & Zhang) s-bbaall gl ¥ 1 ks Jlall (l 5 4l saly y 4l (e Ailall dadl ) 50l 5
O Aol ABe 2 g 5 iy Al all o2 (L8 UL (2021) . Alia et al JHie Sl jal) e 3aaall 4t
Jsma¥) Aaa) el Y laa) A 3oy sl e Allall Axdl ) Gl s Jlall Ll 5 3415 5 20Ul Azd) )
Al )l @ yastie laslea padly (2) Jsaall (2022, Abdeljawad & Alia)
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A ¢ glall Galaa J g3 a5 (A da jtal) Aelinall S Hil) oAbt A

VWET WP RIRELIRY NN

oabidl) 43y 5k g5l i sl
lhall 5 (a2l Giala Jiisa IASY Gila slaall Jilat ae
Sl oy 4] e yall Jane sl
& cC JWl l  dals

WACC= Ke*WEq +Kd * Wb
0 cw\;al:u;ﬁ«ﬂ\_\h BCRY 1) LrAA}‘)_;B:\A

L) Jagasl)
(Sl 1 e CNSRV (i
Jsa¥l el &y jle ol Ll SIZE AS il ana
J )  Meal/cilel N1 Jlea Lila LEV AWl dadl

Research model 4wl z3gai 3 .3

85 cha gl lan ) aadiul G Al Gl LAY Cagla 65 (3 b e Sl ey Caiat a8

J ey Omaiia JS ( day 55 i) Apala) 8D i 31 L 5V andind LS Al pall @l yonial Jadil agd

G aaaiall jlaas¥aladiul Lgtindai ad doul jall sda Lgaa yist Al el JLga¥ 5 5 A &l psiall e

Losaily 4800 o2 LA A 5 dga (e Ll Ll A8SH 5 e slaall el pie o A8l apaaill 23 5ai ) 9da
ok LaS Al g (e ¢ inladll

CCi= Bot+ BITASY i + P2CNSRVii+ B3CNSRV*IASYii+ B4SIZEsi+ BsLE Vit g

oz dsall Ol i Bl Al all by kial laai¥ 5 elaae b Br el sdall Lhaall s Jhaig of s
(2) Jsal (o Ll
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Results 4wl jal) gilii 4
Descriptive statistics gl sbaa¥) 4.1

o G heall elias) ddad o) yal ot dgpailiad agi s dul )l <l yorie (re Jasiil 3 5 eLdac Y
laladl sae ) Adla) ¢ jorie JST (g lmall Gal iV g e al g (el g alwadl s (3) Jsaal)

sl slasyl 13 Jsa

CC CNSRV IASY Size Lev
Mean 0.05711 0.39745 0.06760 17.20732 0.395
Maximum 0.07189 1.00000 1.69000 28.62765 0.740
Minimum 0.01351 0.00000 0.00657 14.45697 0.010
Std. Dev. 0.22282 0.49145 0.94440 1.11346 0.216
Observations 420 420 420 420 420

Gl sl o ARSI Ta s e e (3655 5 ¢5.71% @ (CC) o) A4S ) o sl (of oDl
Alia) aslé 8 6.4% ¢(2017 ,Al-Mashhadani) 02,1 = 6.7% ¢Jiall diss (o aaly Copm (5 54
(TASY) o sleall 3Ll Lelly (2020 ,Elili aaiad) Ay ) il JeY) 5 5.7% (2023 & AbuSarees
) S Halls )58 L 13 L aa () L ya e (521015 ¢6.76% gl llall 5 i yad) Giala o g o 2as
0.81% i % (2011 ,.Armstrong et al) 2.4% L ua saaiall GV gl e dasiiia (3) sl 8 Lgs pladl) a3
Jal iy (530 5 40% ol (sl s gl ((CNSRV) (nlaall Jadaills (312 Lasd 5 (2015 ,.Ajina et al)
586 G el (3¢(2020 ,.Allia et al) 57%.5 (2023 ,Alia & AbuSarees) 44% < 4 e o La 13 L

Correlation &4_¥) 4.2

Multicollinearity duhall iunasil) A 5a 3 a5 pie (e 2SHI Crag laas¥) Jolad o) ya) Ll el

dalrae B adoiad ) (g5 Gl i) o (Mo Ll ) ga g s Aladll A el o piaiall 5 ) il (o

Asteriou &) 0.9 o= L ¥ e 21313 A hadll A il S Ge e lat Al e il gl y il
(2007 ,Hall

LS Y 48 ghuaa ) 2 Al 4 J g

CC IASY | CNSRV | IASY*CNSRV | SIZE LEV
CC 1
IASY 0.271 1
CNSRV -0.092 -0.131 1
IASY*CNSRV -0.082 0.787 0.713 1
SIZE -0.008 0.094 0.049 0.267 1
LEV -0.108 -0.136 | -0.172 0.339 -0.146 1

(ila sl J3LaS ey Jall ol IS5 (s Fsiond A8Dke 3 5y oSl Al Ayoaal) A1 e 3y 5 e (i
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A ¢ glall Galaa J g3 a5 (A da jtal) Aelinall S Hil) oAbt A

Farooque, Buachoom and Sun sLambert, Leuz and Verrecchia, (2012) &bl 30 g G5 g3 ¥
Jas Lan nlaal) Jadailly b IS8 Ja i 5 Jlall Gl 44085 (L8 «JH3ddL  Yeh et al., (2020) 5 (2020)
sl all e a4 clia L g daiill s odand) Tadail) o) 5 LS Ji5 Jlall (Gl ) 4815 o e

. Warad and Al-Dbi’e (2017)J-«

Regression analysis siall hil) jlaady) 73 sai 4.3
dad o)) 223 (5) Jsas (Al g sa L 5% (sl 5l JB1 Sig da ClS 1Y) Glaca jdll jlaaiV) Jlaiacy
Al )l ypaia (g Bl 5ol 3 paill Aa Dl iy (3 Y (5% (e JB) diall (oL Flgtatistic
O 38% di (e jald CJ‘,_A.J\ u\ U= R-square Aad o (d\.ﬂ]\ u.n\) 34153) E\.ﬂ\ xiall & gla yiadi g

asial) ol Jaaiy) 5 Jgaa

Variable Coefficient Std. Error Prob
IASY 0.085 0.032 0.028
CNSRV -0.043 0.018 0.016
IASY*CNSRV -0.027 0.008 0.024
SIZE -0.0068 0.022 0.001
LEV -0.308 0.049 0.005
C 0.036 0.064 0.001
Fixed effect (Haus- 33.6
man) with chi-
square
R-square 0.380
Adjusted R-square 0.197
Prob (F-statistic) 0.0001

) s Lae 5% (e A1 (0.028) p e O (5) Jsaadl (85 yallall anaiall jlasa¥) sl il o
a5 o8 Ao el A liall S 5l (sad Jla) ol 8l 5 e slaal) Qi ade ik A8 pa g
ala 3 Juall el 4805 ) (61 ¢0.085 Al 5 (coefficient) Jlaai) Jabaal dua sall il |y das (e alal) J oo
|y Lal e cual) (1 (e o g Ul ailad) 31 5 G (o shaall (JLaS e ) il slaall 5 g chaal LS
s2a o Juall (ul 5 85 (e adyy of Als (e (211 a1 S 5l L jaiad ) Cla slaall A4S anay
Farooque, 5 Ullah et al., (2020)J-ie 48l il jall e 2l =3l e (3435 Al 02 5 S )30
Muslim and s Dewi and Yanti (2023) 5 Bhatia and Kaur (2023) s Buachoom, & Sun, (2020))
Silalahi et al. (2023) sSetiawan (2021)

p=0.016) Jall (ol 485 5 alaall Tadail) (o 4o A8Me 3 g g Lyl Al jall il @ g lal LS

G Lo e i Al o2a 5 clanad) Tadatl) ol 3 LalS J&5 JUall ) 40805 0 —iay ¢(0.043-=Coefficient
Am-ugsorn, Dampitakse and s Purwaka et al., (2022) s e bl jall (0 S 23 8 e 4] Joa il
Alia and AbuSarees sAm-ugsorn, Dampitakse and Ngudgratoke (2022) s Ngudgratoke (2023)
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O e (s siame (e anm i Lo DA e 2l ¥l a1 e (e Qi oalaall il o) Eam (2023)
e sbeall B3 s (a5 3emn o Al (e 2 a1l (il e VI (e cla) YL ol e U (5dall
L 5 A sall ol A Nad Al A badaial) Al clallaall s LIS JUall al AlSs s Wil
(Apergis et al., 2012; Francis et al., 2013; LaFond & J= il caall<s Jli5 g <ila glaal) J3lad pre Jolis
O Al Wl A8 dail) dw Sl A Hlas ) A8la) Watts, 2008; Lara, Osma & Penalva, 2016)
Jle (5 sinme uSay ol Jadaill (s LEY1 A Hlai 4y Caaldl La e (Jlall (ol 4S5y sl il
(Yuliarti 4bsicall el gilly laiall (il aae (8 addd e dqle G i Lal A Gl slaall 33 91 (0
(Alia & I8 pray el Jd (e g llaall 2 3lall ()9S Jlaal) Ll 408085 &5 UL & Yanto, 2017)

.AbuSarees. 2023)

Jai e Jall Ll 4810 e sheal) Jila are G 830l e (Jama jopsiaS ¢ nlanal) Ladatl) 59 dpally
(IASY*CNSRV) ¢ ¢ipa A8l odd o ol 5 530 cslaall Jadasill 0 (5) Jsaall 85 paldall bl
(p=0.024¢ Jual) Gl 383 e b S 5 Slaglaall il are g Jadaill oo IS (o Aelil S
o) L 5 e sheall Ja pae (5 sise (alddil aals Jadail) A jlaa o i .Coefficient=-0.027)
Aalial) sl il glaall 4ae Do 5 A8 5 ga oy o o agension Jadaill A jlan Of iy @lla s Jlall Ll ) 483
Al a5y b dea el e il ISl S el il glaall JHl ade mdidd ) (539 Laa
Adaiate Apnalae i i e Jraall J3A (e Laaad Ol () 3415 0 QLSS f e (S5 S -1
iy L Ll o il 50 AL 5 L (5 siann 3 35 (3o e il sl (HILGS e a5
Lol 5 48 ,all W 58 jall (e (30l 5 rca sl 5 ) gmam a2 85 ) g8l 028 (O (manal a3 LS A i aa
(2016) Anis s Purwaka et al., (2022) <l yo Lgia g Aglal) culinl jall ainy Le aexidaiill sda Lo jlaliag
.and Utama sKiryanto (2014)

L s 2 0555 0 Gy el 5l (o s oS (e Jlil) Ll e 310K () o gaill ¢ ol )
Agralaall cllpd) a8 Al G Yl all Led i plas ) oyl e ae i padlae (e 4l 5y Lal dling
IS 5il) ) g (5 ) (g5 40 LS ¢ jlaall Ll 5 A ilacal) Cila slaall daeDla (e Ll 55 4 badaiall
S G S8 e LI JUall Gl 28580, 5 a8 (a5 (LB gl (aél AL (Lgl oal Aa
AN ) o sae L enay Al Ada all () J s sl (99 ol e (3885 Gy laall L) alodi ) 8
.(Biddle, Ma & Wu, 2015; Hu and Jiang, 2018)

(o A el Ao luall ilS il Jla) Gl 485 (0 (5) Jsaad) e LDl ddailiall ol posiiall il
el A8l Lgoal el o5l (5 5 5 4S50 a0 Ll 65 a il (g glal) alae J g0 a2
i Len (Ll L3S 5a 838 (a Sy 4S5 80 J gl 8035 ) i Bsie el Jlall Gl 48035 4S5 00 o aa
ALl Al Gy il Liilad sl LaDA 5 oy D8 g oIS Ul 5 Lel s palad Ao laa
Gt dagiill s2a Ao Jlall Gl 4S5 5 AlLall dad) ) (0 A8l ) JLia W) il Cain o(Allia et al., 2021)
Cai and Zhang (2005)s Alia and AbuSarees (2023)J5e 48l Gl jall e de ganedll Craali Lo pa
ool shlie aaliay L) 8 0 gl ) sl 5 )

5
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Conclusion &adAal)

aall Jainil) 55 saa s e Jall Gul ) A1 e glaall 5l ae (o A8 L) () Al Can
Craia) SN dasiia (3) sl (o Lglnhai afie g gall gy codial ol ALl il jall adaes A83allo2a o
e Al et Gua il bl Gudaa Jpo Cliam g 8 sl dse licall S5l il all s3a
ol Joallodn (3l sl b dn saal) Ao liall S 80§y ana (0 25%% i Ayl 38 55 60 (oo A 5
Al are uld oty saalic 420 Sl idll aae b &ny 2021 = 2015 O Batiaall 5yl 4l yall
ol A s el o giall (5 yha e Jall Gl IS (b g e thall (i yall Gals aladily e sledl)
el ol (5 giine 5l ALl G el 3 g w28 Laiss ((WACC) Jall

IS Hals (Jlal) Gl ) 30805 5 il glaall 3L pre (o Ayl A80le gy plaaiV) lgal il Cuiy
il slaall 3 5 alaas) (o) G Jlall Gl ) 20815 Lyl (185 il slaal) Jilai ade (g itiall (5 siasall 13
Y sl i) el s il 5 (e By 5 8 I0Y) (8 O peiinnall A8 (e ) ay o paiesal) 53 510Y) (1o
S 5l (o el i LS Jlall Gl 381K (ealads) L 5 e gall e ST ¥V amay J gl () gy 531
o LI e 3D o daall Taaatll ) e palll LSy anlald) g slatll ulae g0 Cla ) 50 8 syl
zladl) (5 sinse (e s AaS pall il jlaa (e (and A dadarial) A slaall clalidls Jlall Gl 5 28S5 (2 s
Jlall (ol AlSs WL 5 e sheall Q3L pae 3 () (533 Lan asiladll

i) e Al ) gy A ) IS 58l alal da 5 lia (gl J ga sl a5l il e oLy
A8 sl Aabia ) Cal y el (g e shrall QLS pe (e Jolill e Jandl DA (e el g Lgpal Jlall Gl ) 413
Gl Aol 5 5e3 e Joaslly S5l moai (il sheall Q5L are (agail | ulaall Ll ) ¢ salll g
=5 ) 53l ) JDA (e S 8l e (o paianall ZLiall Sl sheall (5 sinall Baly ) LIS 5 Lgal S 5l
alall 5 38 pra laa S 58l e 1D ety 28 A dudaall Ay adaall yopleall bl o) 30Y) 5 Al 4 gal)
85000 S il o LS A luadl dalaial) Aol ppleall cilallaie 20U ol il slae) e J s smsall adllall
Lallad) pre b5 s ge o palll AISH s e 5l (e LI Ll A dnintie i silae il 35
Ostill Gadae J50 b dabiiall Clgall e o AT dga s mlaal) adatl) 38 35 ) Al UV il
e AaS ) s jlaad Lgtinglia (pa 3 Ol 5 il slaall J3La aae 5 palls (e Joliil) e Joand ) adall
o2 Lgus jlad ) A 511 A de 3ol 5 Allall (3) ) 8 A8 G A8 5ot e Jread) callay oL o iS5l
a8 aalud ) Clagdetl) 5 At 5 gyl plaa) (e salll Can g Lae el il e cilgal)
BN

el Jody lS il e ST ore o cl8al) pudi (aad Die oy o SIS Al agig
Aniliaall Jsad) 8 il ¢ Lca WU cl8adl s 5l 48 plaia ¥l LIS _cluall g Llaall dil) 5 Al
Alia,) dpmalaad) s jladdl e moal g 530 (a el gl o2 gd Ll cdad) o 488 5 0LaBY) gl sY) (e
8352 5 S 3l ol A S pall il jlae dleld a5 () aial) e 451 LS (2011 ,2010; Alia & Branson
AU BN (5N SN PG I PN 7 - D PR-S G| V- VN G R SN [ 7= I EG - |
Jeall (il aals
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Palestinian Technical University:

A public university, Palestinian Technical University. The growth of the Palestinian question
throughout history has been intimately correlated with PTUK’s history. The succeeding local
rulers have also had a direct impact on it.Palestinian communities sought to protect the future
generations’ sense of national identity and to empower them to resist occupation via education
when the Ottoman Empire came to an end and the British Mandate, which was followed by the
terrible Belfour Declaration, was established. Donating land and funds to create schools and
universities was one way this endeavor manifested itself. For the construction of an agricultural
school in Tulkarm, 600 dunums were provided. The school was supported by British businessman
and philanthropist Ellis Kadoorie, whose efforts resulted in the creation of Kadoorie Agricultural
College. in 1930.Acess to the link: https:/ptuk.edu.ps/en/aarticlepage.php?artid=2

Hebron University (1971), Birzeit University (1972), Bethlehem University (1973), An-Najah
National University (1977), Al-Quds University (1984), AlI-Quds- Open University (1991), Arab
American University (1997), Palestinian Technical University (2007).
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Al-Quds University:

Al-Quds University (AQU) is a public university that offers more than 120 undergraduate
and graduate programs at present. These programs are delivered through the university’s fifteen
degree-granting faculties, which cover the major scientific fields of medicine, life and natural
sciences, business and management, arts and humanities, law and jurisprudence, engineering,
and social sciences. AQU was founded in 1977 and is still the sole university serving Arabs and
Palestinians in Jerusalem, Palestine. More than 700 faculty members teach the approximately
12,000 full-time students now enrolled at AQU. Access to the link: https://www.alquds.edu/en/al-

quds-at-a-glance/

Al-Quds- Open University:

Al-Quds Open University is a publicly funded university that enjoys administrative,
academic, and financial independence. In 1975, the need for higher education among
Palestinians became pressing due to their demographic, social, and economic circumstances
under Israeli rule. This led to the concept of founding a university to serve the requirements of
the neighborhood. In order to start the project, UNESCO undertook a feasibility assessment in
1980 at the request of the Palestinian Liberation Organization. The study was later given the
go-ahead by the UNESCO General Conference and the Palestinian National Council in 1981,
but the Israeli invasion of Lebanon caused a delay in project execution until 1985.. Access to

the link https:/www.qgou.edu/en/aboutQOU/about.jsp

Arab American University:

The first private university in Palestine, Arab American University (AAUP, originally AAUJ), was
established in 2000 through a partnership with Utah State University (USU) in Logan and California
State University (CSU) in Stanislaus. USU provided the professors and administrators needed to manage
the university for its first two years, while CSU authorized the AAUP’s initial curricula and provided
the knowledge required to launch the university. AAUP provides a dynamic learning environment that
fosters innovation and has a primary focus on each student’s success. Of the nearly 11,300 students
it serves, 40% are from Palestine, 55% are from the Palestinian homeland, and 5% are from other

countries. . Access to the link: https:/www.aaup.edu/About-AAUP/Overview

ALAINUNIVERSI


https://www.alquds.edu/en/al-quds-at-a-glance/
https://www.alquds.edu/en/al-quds-at-a-glance/
https://www.qou.edu/en/aboutQOU/about.jsp
https://www.aaup.edu/About-AAUP/Overview

Business Schools’ Role in Achieving Sustainable Development Goals: Palestine as a Case Study

Appendix:
Background About the Palestinian Universities
Hebron University:

A group of city residents led by the late Sheikh Muhammad ‘Ali El-Ja’bari began to
consider the concept of building a university in Hebron. In 1971, the Islamic Shari’a College
served as the foundation of Hebron University, the first university in Palestine. Its mission
is to advance excellence by offering top-notch academic instruction, training, research, and
pertinent community initiatives in the framework of long-term sustainability, with a focus on

social responsibility and democratic principles. Access to the link: https://www.hebron.edu/index.

php/en/about.html

Birzeit University:

Founded more than a century ago as a modest girls’ school in Birzeit, Birzeit University
is a public institution that has transformed Palestinian higher education by influencing local
consciousness, culture, and resistance. Birzeit University has been a thorn in the side of the
occupation since it is adamant about carrying out its job of enlightenment and fostering a

multicultural Palestinian society on the campus. Access to the link: https:/www.birzeit.edu/en/about/

history

Bethlehem University:

University of Bethlehem is a public institution. Founded in 1973 in the Lasallian tradition,
Bethlehem University of the Holy Land is a Catholic Christian coeducational university that
welcomes students from all different types of religious backgrounds. When the De La Salle
Christian Brothers opened schools in Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Jaffa, Haifa, Nazareth, Turkey,
Lebanon, Jordan, and Egypt in 1893, the first institution to be founded in the West Bank,

Bethlehem institution, was born. Access to the link https:/www.bethlehem.edu/aboutbu/

An-Najah National University:

An-Najah National University was founded in 1918 as An-Najah Nabulsi School, a public
institution that educated students from Palestine and around the world. Its goal is to advance
education, disseminate information, and cultivate in young people the abilities necessary for
success as individuals and professionals in all walks of life. Additionally, An-Najah seeks to
foster a culture of scientific achievement and cultivate a passion of understanding in its pupils.

Access to the link: https://www.najah.edu/en/about/history-and-traditions/
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Conclusion

It was found that business schools in Palestinian universities exhibit medium to high levels
of commitment to addressing SDGs. The mean values for each SDG ranged from 3.51 for
Responsible Consumption and Production, and No Poverty, to 3.85 for Quality Education. The

mean for achieving SDGs was 3.71, indicating a high level of commitment.

Moreover, the study identified that the competencies of graduates from Palestinian university
business schools align with the needs of employers in the local market concerning SDGs. The
mean values for each SDG ranged from 3.23 for Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure to
3.66 for Quality Education. The mean for achieving SDGs was 3.45, indicating a high level of

alignment between graduate competencies and local market needs.

While there was no significant difference between the perceptions of university faculty
members and those of the Palestinian market regarding how well business schools meet the
needs of employers in the local market concerning SDGs, there were exceptions. Notably, in
the areas of accountability and transparency principles, economic and industrial challenges,
and international standardization and capacity building in operational expertise, significant
differences were observed according to faculty members. This suggests a disparity in perceptions
between faculty members and the Palestinian market, indicating a potential need for enhanced
collaboration and understanding between business schools and local employers to better address
the requirements of the job market. The study recommends that business schools engage more
with the local market, revise study plans, and focus on relevant competencies to bridge this

perception gap and contribute effectively to SDGs in the Palestinian context.
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Research results revealed that there is no significant difference at a significance level of 0.05
between university faculty members and the Palestinian market regarding how well business
schools’ study plans align with the needs of employers in the local market concerning SDGs.
This was observed across all items and SDGs, as the significance level was greater than 0.05,
except for differences related to the following items and associated SDGs:

e Accountability and Transparency Principles: The mean of faculty members (3.84)
was higher than the mean of managers (3.45) in the Palestinian market.

e Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure: Study plans of business schools address
economic challenges. The mean of faculty members (3.68) was higher than the mean
of managers (3.17) in the Palestinian market. Additionally, study plans tackle industrial
challenges, with the mean of faculty members (3.66) being higher than the mean of
managers (3.00).

e Partnerships for the Goals: Study plans of business schools promote international
standardization. The mean of faculty members (3.71) was higher than the mean of managers
(3.26) in the Palestinian market. Furthermore, study plans of business schools promote
capacity building in operational expertise, with the mean of faculty members (3.75) being

higher than the mean of managers (3.39).

32 | Volume 8, No. 1, 2024




Al Koni, Mahamda, Nour

building in operational expertise, with the mean of faculty members (3.75) surpassing the mean
of managers (3.39) in the Palestinian market. The mean of the indicator of Partnerships for the
Goals (3.77) was also higher than the same indicator for the mean of managers (3.44) in the

Palestinian market.

The numbers in Table 3 below generally support the research hypothesis: “There is no
significant difference at (a<=0.05) between university faculty members’ point of view and
the Palestinian employers’ point of view regarding the role of Palestinian business schools in

achieving SDGs.”

Table (9): Comparison between University Faculty Members and the Employers
(Palestinian Market) according to how study plans fit with SDGs needs.

SDGs Goals Univ;i‘:i:l);) f;lsculty Palestizi/z;:rfl(:tl)ployers
Quality Education 3.85 3.66

Decent Work and Economic Growth 3.53 3.34

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 3.63 3.23
Irieosglcl):tsii)br}e Consumption and 351 3.60

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 3.73 3.52
Partnerships for the Goals 3.77 3.44

No Poverty 3.51 3.39
Achieving sustainable development 371 3.45

goals
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Item Work N | Mean S.t d'. t df | Sig.
Deviation
Study plans of business Faculty 51 365 0.796 0.613 137 | 0.541
school focus on how to Members ) ) ’ )
cooperate with various
stakeholders to fulfill Palestinian
basic needs of Palestinian Market 88 3.55 1.016
community.
Study plans of business Faculty
school focus on how to Members > 345 0.923 -0.587 137 10.558
improve the circumstances
of the most vulnerable Palestinian
territories in Palestinian Market 88 3.55 909
community.
Study plans of business Faculty 15 1 349 0925 | 0513 | 137 | 0.609
school focus on how to Members ' ’ ’ '
improve the use of natural Palestinian
eSOUTCES. Market 88 3.40 1.078
Study plans of business Faculty 15, 15 4 1004 | 1.073 | 137 | 0.285
school concentrate on how Members ) ) ) )
to achieve food-security in | Palestinian
Palestinian community. Market 88 322 1.055
Study plans of business Faculty | g | 355 0.966 | 1.629 | 137 |0.106
school tackle the policies Members ) ’ ) ’
and frameworks for Palestinian
alleviating poverty. Market 88 3.24 1.145
Faculty 15, | 35 0.794 0.841 | 137 | 0.402
Members
No Poverty Palestini
alestinian
Market 88 3.39 0.833
o , Faculty 5 1 399 0.733 1.854 | 124 | 0.066
Achieving Sustainable Members
Devel t Goal ini
evelopment &oa’s Palestinian | o | 5 45 0.711
Market

As for Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure, study plans of business school tackle
economic challenges. The mean of faculty members (3.68) was higher than the mean of managers
(3.17) in the In the Palestinian market, study plans of business schools address industrial
challenges. The mean of faculty members (3.66) was higher than the mean of managers (3.06)
in the Palestinian market. Similarly, the mean of the indicator of Industry, Innovation, and
Infrastructure (3.63) was also higher than the same indicator for the mean of managers (3.23)

in the Palestinian market.

Concerning Partnerships for Goals, study plans of business schools contribute to international
standardization. The mean of faculty members (3.71) was higher than the mean of managers

(3.26) in the Palestinian market. Moreover, study plans of business schools promote capacity
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Item Work N Mean Defit:t.ion t df Sig.
Study plans of business Faculty
school tackle the social Members > 3.63 0.871 0.373 137 1 0.710
responsibility of businesses lestini
for enhancing peaceful Pa;\;stﬁnan 88 3.57 0.920
community. arket
. Faculty
Study plans of busmess’ Members 51 3.75 0.977 1.869 137 | 0.064
school tackle the effective Palostin
alestinian
overnance.
g Market 88 3.40 1.099
. Faculty
Study plans of bu.s1r.1ess' Members 51 3.53 0.902 0.101 137 | 0.920
school tackle the injustice —
work conditions. Palestinian | oo 351 1.072
Market
, Faculty 1 51 1 37204 | 0.752 1511 | 137 | 0.133
Peace, Justice and Strong | Members
Instituti ini
Hutions Palestinian | “gg | 35159 | 0.831
Market
Study plans of business Faculty 15 1 3¢9 0.865 | 1.634 | 135 | 0.105
school promote Members
partnerships with .
local market and other Palestinian 86 3.53 1.070
stakeholders. Market
) Faculty
Study plans of b.usmess. Members 51 3.88 0.816 1.457 135 | 0.147
school promote improving lestin
access to technology. Palestinian 86 3.65 0.943
Market
) Faculty
Study plans of b}lsmess. Members 51 3.69 1.049 1.690 136 | 0.093
school promote improving —
the international business. Palestinian 87 3.37 1.080
Market
Study plans of Faculty 1 5 | 39 1.064 | 2242 | 136 | 0.027
business school Members
promote international Palestinian
standardization. Market 87 3.26 1.146
Study plans of business Faculty 15/ 1 545 0.997 | 2068 | 136 | 0.041
school promote capacity Members ) ' ' :
building in operational Palestinian
expertise. Market 87 3.39 0.957
, Faculty 15y | 399 0.800 2269 | 135 | 0.025
Partnerships For the Members
Goals Palestinian
Market 86 3.44 0.842

ALAINUNIVERSITY



Business Schools’ Role in Achieving Sustainable Development Goals: Palestine as a Case Study

Std.

Item Work N Mean Deviation t df Sig.
. Faculty
Study plans of bu.smess ' Members 44 3.66 0.987 2.737 130 | 0.007
school tackle the industrial Palostin
challenges. alestinian
g Market 88 3.06 1.281
) Faculty
Study plans of business Members 42 3.40 1.014 1.151 128 | 0.252
school tackle the lostin
infrastructural challenges. Palestinian 88 3.16 1.193
Market
Facult
Industry, Innovation and Membe)rl's 40 3.6300 0.871 2.115 126 0.036
Infrastructure
Sector 88 | 3.2273 1.051
Study plans of business Faculty | g1 3 93 0.896 | 1.534 | 137 |0.127
school promote innovation Members
in using technology for Palestinian
increasing productivity. Market 88 3.44 1.123
Study plans of business Faculty |5 1 3 59 1023 | 0.540 | 137 | 0.590
school promote innovation Members
in consuming goods and Palestinian
ESOUTCES. Market 88 3.49 1.061
Study plans of business Faculty
school tackle the Members 51 3.37 0.999 -1.820 | 137 | 0.071
challenges of recycling and lestin
reduce waste of businesses Pa estllznan 88 3.66 0.829
and consumers. Market
Study plans of business Faculty 1 g | 537 1.058 | -1.918 | 137 | 0.057
school promote Members
entrepreneurships for new lestin
projects of using renewable Palestinian 88 3.73 1.047
Market
sources of energy.
Study plans of business Facult
. y
school t.ac'k.1e the soc.1a1 Members 51 3.51 1.007 -1.018 137 | 0.310
responsibility regarding
the conservation of the Palestinian
environment. Market 88 3.69 1.032
_ , Faculty | o | 35137 | 0867 | -0.629 | 137 | 0.530
Responsible Consumption | Members
d Producti ini
and Frocuction Palestinian | g0 | 3 6453 | 0.758
Market
Study plans of business Faculty |51 3 99 0.900 | 1.580 | 137 | 0.117
school tackle the Members
international management Palestinian
systems. Market 88 3.65 0.923
Study plans of business Faculty | g | 384 0.857 | 2.120 | 137 | 0.036
school tackle the Members
accountability and Palestinian
transparency principles. Market 88 3.45 1.134
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Item Work N Mean S.t d'. t df Sig.
Deviation
Faculty | 51 | 38510 | 0733 | 1486 | 137 | 0.140
. . Members
Quality Education Palestini
alestinian
Market 88 | 3.6636 0.7078
. Faculty
Study plans of business Members 51 3.51 0.967 0.697 137 0.487
school tackle the recent Palestin
investment regimes. alestinian 88 3.38 1.168
Market
) Faculty
Study p]ans of business Members 51 3.57 1.082 1.142 137 0.256
school tackle the lostin
technological innovation Palestinian 88 3.33 1.248
Market
Study plans of business Faculty | ) 1 357 | 1044 | 0120 | 137 |0.897
school have a well- Members ) ' ’ '
established communication | Palestinian
channel with local market. Market 88 3.55 1.005
Study plans of business Faculty | 51 1 351 1.084 | 1511 | 137 |0.133
school are guiding Members ' : : :
entrepreneurs for creating Palestinian
new business projects. Market 88 3.17 1.375
Study plans of business Faculty 46 3.48 0.983 0.999 132 10320
school explain how to Members ' ' ’ ’
reallocate financial and
human resources in Palestinian
different productivity Market 88 3.27 1201
sectors.
Faculty | (o | 35761 | 0876 | 1130 | 132 | 0.261
Decent Work and Members
E ic G th ini
conomic &row Palestinian | g0 | 3 3386 | 0.930
Market
Study plans of business Faculty 17| 55 0.908 1796 | 133 |0.075
school promote innovation Members ) ) ’ '
by empowering its students | Palestinian
with required skills. Market 88 349 1213
;Zacuéty 46 | 3.61 1.000 1.617 | 132 | 0.108
Study plans of business embers
school tackle the
environmental challenges. i
Palestinian | g0 | 5 )¢ 1264
Market
Facult
Study plans of business Menﬁae};s 44 | 3.68 0.983 2211 | 130 | 0.029
school tackle the economic —
challenges. Palestinian 88 3.17 1.366
Market
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Education Goal having a mean of 3.34, indicating a medium level. For the Industry, Innovation
and Infrastructure Goal, individual items had means between 3.06 and 3.49, signifying a range
from medium to high, while the overall Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure Goal had a mean
of 3.23, indicating a medium level. In the Responsible Consumption and Production Goal, all
items had means between 3.44 and 3.73, ranging from medium to high, while the goal itself
had a mean of 3.60, indicating a high level. For the Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions Goal,
all items exhibited means between 3.40 and 3.65, signifying a high level, with the goal itself
having a mean of 3.52, representing high achievement. The Partnerships for the Goals Goal
showed means between 3.26 and 3.65 for individual items, signifying a range from medium
to high, while the overall goal had a mean of 3.44, indicating a high level. Finally, for the No
Poverty Goal, all items demonstrated means between 3.22 and 3.55, indicating a range from

medium to high, with the goal itself having a mean of 3.39, representing a medium level.

Hypothesis: No significant difference at (¢<=0.05) between University Faculty Members
and Palestinian Markets according to how they fit with SDGs needs

Table (8): Comparison between University Faculty Members and Palestinian Market
according to how they fit with SDGs needs

Item Work N Mean S.t d'. t df Sig.
Deviation

Study plans of business Faculty 51 3.90 0.755 1817 137 | 0.071
schools gives priority Members ' ' ' '
to processes and service ..
quality rather than to their Palestinian 88 3.65 0.817
quantity. Market
In Study plans ObeSineSS Faculty 51 3.84 0.946 0.084 137 0.933
school, we are fully Members : : : :
concerned with using Palestinian
technology. Market 88 3.83 0.900
In Study plans Of business Faculty 51 3 84 0 946 O 558 137 0 578
school, we are fully Members ' : : :
concerned with economic Palestinian
environment. Market 88 3.75 0.950
In study plans ObeSil'leSS Faculty 51 3.78 0.966 1.287 137 0.200
school, we are fully Members : : : :
concerned with market Palestinian
needs. Market 88 3.55 1.103

Faculty
In study plans of business Members 51 3.88 0.887 1.886 137 | 0.061
school, we are fully
concerned with applying lestini
knowledge in new practical Palestinian 88 3.55 1.082
situations. Market
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Item Mean S.td'. A Degree of
Deviation Response

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 3.52 0.831 70.4 High

Graduates of business schools can promote

partnerships with the local market and other 3.53 1.070 70.6 High

stakeholders.

Graduates of business school can promote access 365 0.943 7 High

to technology.

'Graduat'es of bus.lness school can cope with 337 1.080 67.4 Medium

international business context .

'Graduat'es of business s.chool‘can apply 396 1.146 65.2 Medium

international standards in their work.

Gradqates qf busmess schqol can prornpte 339 0.957 678 Medium

capacity building in operational expertise.

Partnerships For the Goals 3.44 0.842 68.8 High

Graduates of business schools can cooperate
with various stakeholders and customers to fulfill | 3.55 1.016 71 High
the basic needs of the Palestinian community.

Graduates of business school can participate
in improving the circumstances of the most

vulnerable territories in the Palestinian 3.53 0.909 7 High
community.
Graduates of business school can participate in 3.40 1.078 68 High

improving the use of natural resources.

Graduates of business school can participate
in achieving food-security projects in the 3.22 1.055 64.4 Medium
Palestinian community.

Graduates of business schools can apply the

local policies for alleviating poverty. 3.24 1145 64.8 Medium
No Poverty 3.39 0.833 67.8 Medium
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 3.45 0.731 69 High

All items demonstrated means ranging between 3.06 and 3.73, signifying a range from
medium to high. Specifically for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), means were observed
between 3.23 for Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure and 3.66 for Quality Education.

Achieving SDGs demonstrated a mean of 3.45, indicating a high level.

For the Quality Education Goal, individual items had means between 3.55 and 3.83,
representing a high level, while the overall Quality Education Goal had a mean of 3.66,
indicating high achievement. In the case of the Decent Work and Economic Growth Goal, all

items exhibited means between 3.17 and 3.38, signifying a medium level, with the Quality
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work conditions.

Item Mean S.t d'. % Degree of
Deviation Response

Graduates of business school can reallocate

financial and human resources in different 3.27 1.201 65.4 Medium

productivity sectors.

Decent Work and Economic Growth 3.34 0.930 66.8 Medium

'Graduat.es qf business school can create new 3.49 1213 9.8 High

innovative ideas.

Grgduates of business school can overcome 396 1264 65.2 Medium

environmental challenges.

Graduat§s of business school can overcome the 317 1366 63.4 Medium

economic challenges.

Graduates of b.usmesg school are able to 3.06 1981 61.2 Medium

overcome the industrial challenges.

Qraduates of business school can overcome the 316 1193 63.2 Medium

infrastructural challenges.

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 3.23 1.051 64.6 Medium

Graduates of business school can promote

innovation in using technology to increase 3.44 1.123 68.8 High

productivity.

Graduates of business school can promote

innovation in consuming goods and using 3.49 1.061 69.8 High

resources.

Graduates of business school can cope with the

challenges of recycling and reduce waste for 3.66 0.829 73.2 High

businesses and consumers.

Graduates of business school can innovate

new projects in using the sources of renewable 3.73 1.047 74.6 High

energy.

Graduat'es of business sphool are s9c1ally 3.69 1.032 733 High

responsible for conserving the environment.

Responsible Consumption and Production 3.60 0.758 72 High

.Graduat.es of business school can cope with 3.65 0.923 73 High

international management systems .

Graduates of business school are committed with

accountability and transparency principles in 3.45 1.134 69 High

their work.

Graduates of business school are committed to 357 0.920 714 High

safety for a peaceful community.

Graduates of business school can accomplish .

their tasks effectively. 3:40 1.099 68 High

Graduates of business school can adapt to new 351 1072 702 High
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while the overall Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure Goal had a mean of 3.63, representing
high achievement. In the Responsible Consumption and Production Goal, all items had means
between 3.37 and 3.73, ranging from medium to high, while the goal itself had a mean of 3.85,
indicating a high level. For the Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions Goal, all items exhibited
means between 3.53 and 3.90, signifying a high level, with the goal itself having a mean of 3.73,
representing high achievement. The Partnerships for the Goals Goal showed means between
3.69 and 3.88 for individual items, signifying a high level, while the overall goal had a mean
of 3.77, indicating high achievement. Finally, for the No Poverty Goal, all items demonstrated
means between 3.41 and 3.65, indicating a high level, with the goal itself having a mean of 3.51,

representing high achievement.

Regarding the question: To what extent do the graduates’ competencies of business schools
fit the needs of employers in the local market in relevance to SDGs? The results are discussed

in the section below.

Table (7): Graduates’ competencies of business schools that fit the needs of employers in

the local market in relevant to SDGs.

Item Mean S.t d'. % Degree of
Deviation Response

Graduates of business schools give priority to

processes and service quality rather than to their 3.65 0.817 73 High

quantity.

Graduates of busrrless school can cope with 383 0.900 76.6 High

international quality standards.

Graduates of l?usrness school can cope with 375 0.950 75 High

economic environment.

Graduates of business school can cope with 355 1.103 71 High

market needs.

Graduates o.f business sc.hool.can epply 355 1,082 71 High

knowledge in new practical situations.

Quality Education 3.66 0.707 73.2 High

Graduzrtes of busrness' school can cope with 313 1168 67.6 Medium

recent investment regimes.

Graduates. of l:rusrness‘ school can cope with 333 1048 66.6 Medium

technological innovation.

Graduates of business schools can establish .

communication channels with the local market. 3.3 1.005 7 High

Graduates of busrness school are entrepreneurs 317 1375 63.4 Medium

and able to establish new business projects.
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Item Mean S.t d'. % Degree of
Deviation Response

Study plans of business school promote

partnerships with local market and other 3.82 0.865 76.4 High

stakeholders.

Study plans of business school promote

. . 3.88 0.816 77.6 High
improving access to technology.

smdy plans of jbusmes§ school promote 3.69 1.049 738 High
improving the international business.

smdy p.lans of busmess sghool promote 37 1.064 74 High
international standardization.

Smdy plEI.nS of buglness schoo'l promote capacity 375 0.997 75 High
building in operational expertise.

Partnerships for the Goals 3.77 0.799 75.4 High

Study plans of business school focus on how
to cooperate with various stakeholders to fulfill 3.65 0.796 73 High
basic needs of Palestinian community.

Study plans of business school focus on how
to improve the circumstances of the most 3.45 0.923 69 High
vulnerable territories in Palestinian community.

Study plans of business school focus on how to

improve the use of natural resources. 349 0.925 69.8 High
Study plans of business school concentrate on

how to achieve food-security in Palestinian 341 1.004 68.2 High
community.

Study plans of business school tackle the .
policies and frameworks for alleviating poverty. 3.5 0.966 7 High
No Poverty 3.51 0.794 70.2 High
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 3.71 0.733 74.2 High

All items exhibited means ranging between 3.37 and 3.90, indicating a range from medium
to high. Specifically, for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), means were observed between
3.51 for both Responsible Consumption and Production, and No Poverty, and 3.85 for Quality
Education. Achieving SDGs demonstrated a mean of 3.71, signifying a high level.

For the Quality Education Goal, individual items had means between 3.78 and 3.90,
representing a high level, while the overall Quality Education Goal had a mean of 3.85,
indicating high achievement. In the case of the Decent Work and Economic Growth Goal, all
items exhibited means between 3.48 and 3.57, signifying a high level, with the Quality Education
Goal having a mean of 3.53, indicating high achievement. For the Industry, Innovation and

Infrastructure Goal, individual items had means between 3.40 and 3.85, signifying a high level,
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Item Mean S.t d'. % Degree of
Deviation Response

Study plans of business school promote
innovation by empowering its students with 3.85 0.908 77 High
required skills.

Study plans of business school tackle the

environmental challenges. 3.61 1000 722 High
Study pl.ans of business school tackle the 3,68 0.983 736 High
economic challenges.

Study plans of business school tackle the 3.66 0.987 732 High
industrial challenges.

Study plans of business school tackle the 3.40 1014 68 High
infrastructural challenges.

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure 3.63 0.871 72.6 High
Study plans of business school promote

innovation in using technology for increasing 3.73 0.896 74.6 High
productivity.

Study plans of business school promote 359 1,023 718 High

innovation in consuming goods and resources.

Study plans of business school tackle the
challenges of recycling and reduce waste of 3.37 0.999 67.4 Medium
businesses and consumers.

Study plans of business school promote
entrepreneurships for new projects of using 3.37 1.058 67.4 Medium
renewable sources of energy.

Study plans of business school tackle the social

responsibility regarding the conservation of the 3.51 1.007 70.2 High
environment.

Responsible Consumption and Production 3.51 0.867 70.2 High
Study p?ans of business school tackle the 3.90 0.900 73 High
international management systems

Study plans of business school tackle the 384 0.857 76.8 High

accountability and transparency principles.

Study plans of business school tackle the social
responsibility of businesses for enhancing 3.63 0.871 72.6 High
peaceful community.

Study plans of business school tackle the

effective governance. 375 0.977 s High
'St.udy.plans of busu}e'ss school tackle the 353 0.902 70.6 High
injustice work conditions.

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions 3.73 0.752 74.6 High
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4 Findings

For analysis, data was recorded as follows: (1) for “Strongly Disagree”, (2) for “Agree”,
(3) for “I don’t Know”, (4) for “Agree”, and (5) for “Strongly Agree”, the following scale was
adopted to arrange items and domains as follows: 4.2 and above Very High, 3.4 — less than 4.2:
High, 2.6 — less than 3.4: Medium, 1.8 — less than 2.6: Low1 — less than 1.8: Very Low.

=  As to the question: To what extent do the study plans of business schools tackle

the sustainable development goals?

Table (6): Study plans of business schools tackle the sustainable development goals.

Item Mean S.t d'. % Degree of
Deviation Response

Study plans of business school gives priority to

processes and service quality rather than to their 3.90 0.755 78 High

quantity

In study plan§ of b.usmess school, we are fully 384 0.946 76.8 High

concerned with using technology.

In Study plaps of busmgss schpol, we are fully 3.84 0.946 76.8 High

concerned with economic environment.

In study plan§ of business school, we are fully 378 0.966 756 High

concerned with market needs.

In study plans of business school, we are fully

concerned with applying knowledge in new 3.88 0.887 77.6 High

practical situations.

Quality Education 3.85 0.733 77 High

smdy plans of _busmess school tackle the recent 351 0.967 70.2 High

Iinvestment regimes.

Study plal}s of bU.SIIle.SS school tackle the 357 1,082 71.4 High

technological innovation.

Study plans of business school have a well-

established communication channel with local 3.57 1.044 71.4 High

market.

Study plans of busmes§ school are guldlng ‘ 151 1,034 70.2 High

entrepreneurs for creating new business projects.

Study plans of business school explain how

to reallocate financial and human resources in 3.48 0.983 69.6 High

different productivity sectors.

Decent Work and Economic Growth 3.53 0.876 70.6 High
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Figure (4): Distribution According to Sector

m Governmental Sector

= Private Sector

The researchers used the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) software to analyze
the data and compare the responses of faculty members and employers. In addition to primary
data collected through the surveys, a literature review was performed as a source of secondary
data for the purpose of providing a theoretical background for the study.
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Figure (2) Distribution of Palestinian Market Managers According to Gender

= Male = Female

Table (3): Distribution of Palestinian Market Managers According to Sector

Sector Number Percentages %
Governmental Sector 31 35.2
Private Sector 57 64.8
Total 88 100

About (64.8%) of Palestinian market employees work in the private sector, (and 35.2%) work

in the governmental sector.
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Validity: The questionnaires underwent review by four experts in the fields of business and

statistics, and their feedback was incorporated into the final version of the two questionnaires.

Reliability: Regarding university faculty members, Cronbach’s Alpha values for SDGs were
high, with values ranging between 0.886 and 0.928. The Achieving SDGs construct had
a Cronbach’s Alpha of 0.979, indicating very high reliability. For the Palestinian Market,
Cronbach’s Alpha values for SDG Goals were also high, ranging between 0.773 and 0.883.
Achieving SDGs demonstrated a Cronbach’s Alpha of 0.964, indicating very high reliability.

e University Faculty Members

Table (3): Distribution of University Faculty Members According to University

University Number Percentages %
Birzeit University 5 9.6
An-Najah National University 5 9.6
Al-Quds University 4 7.7
Bethlehem University 5 9.6
Arab-American University 6 11.5
Al-Quds Open university 8 15.4
Palestine Technical University 14 26.9
Hebron University 3 5.8
Missing 2 3.8
Total 52 100

About one-quarter of university faculty members work at Palestine Technical University,
(15.4%) from Al-Quds Open University, (11.5%0 from Arab-American University, the lowest
percentage in Hebron University (5.8%).

e Palestinian Market

Table (4): Distribution of Palestinian Market Managers According to Gender

Gender Number Percentages %
Male 64 72.7
Female 24 27.3
Total 88 100

About (72.7%) of Palestinian market employees were males, the other quarter are females.

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuu



Business Schools’ Role in Achieving Sustainable Development Goals: Palestine as a Case Study

Fig. 1. Theoretical Framework of Sustainable Development Goals

Business Schools SDGs Local Market
Graduates’
knowledge No Poverty Competencies Sustainable
Generation . - Development
I Quality Education
() )

Applicable Decent Work
Researches &Economic Growth

Industry, Innovation
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Responsible

Consumption

&Production
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Institutions
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Goals

3 Methodology

A descriptive approach was adopted to address the study questions. The researchers
developed and distributed two versions of online questionnaires: one to a sample of business
faculty members in Palestinian universities and the second to a sample of business owners/
employers in the Palestinian market. Thus, the study population includes two sub-populations:

e Business faculty members in 8 Palestinian universities in the West Bank (An Najah
National University, Birzeit University, Hebron University, Al Quds University,
Al Quds Open University, Bethlehem University, Arab American University, and
Palestinian Technical University-Kadoorie).

o Employers in the Palestinian market in both governmental and private sectors;
where owners or high-level managers in governmental and private institutions are
considered employers.

A random sample of 79 faculty members in West Bank business schools were invited to
participate in the study, while a random sample of 109 Palestinian employers (comprising
approximately 35% governmental and 65% private) was selected. The response rate was around
81% among business faculty members (64 questionnaires were received, of which 52 were
valid), and approximately 83% among employers (91 questionnaires were received, of which
88 were valid). Each questionnaire version consists of two main parts: demographic data and
35 items covering 7 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) fields.

16 | Volume 8, No. 1, 2024




Al Koni, Mahamda, Nour

This research is based on the assumption that SD is an integration process of economic,
environmental, and social objectives across sectors and territories to improve human quality of
life and achieve well-being. Additionally, higher education is supposed to take a crucial part
in this process by providing the labor market with related competent graduates (Christ et al.,
2019). Businesses may assist in promoting sustainability through the achievement of the United
Nations’ SDGs, considering the impact on the economy, society, and the environment. The
SDGs examined in this research and their relevance to the business sector, as outlined by the
United Nations in 2015, are summarized in the following table:

Table 2. Sustainable Development Goals

Goal Number | Goal Definition
SDG 1 No poverty Ends poverty everywhere.
Ensuring that every student receives an
SDG 4 Quality education inclusive and_ §qual education and increasing
the opportunities for everyone to keep learning
throughout out their life.
Decent work and Emp(?wer everyone to work fulltime, inc_hllsive,
SDG 8 . sustainable development and equal conditions of
economic growth
employment
. . Improve industrialization through innovation,
Industry, innovation and . . . . L
SDG 9 . support inclusive and sustainable industrialization,
infrastructure .
and construct robust infrastructure.
SDG 12 Responsible consumption | Emphasize sustainable patterns of production and
and production consumption.
Peace. iustice and storin Make sure that everyone has access to justice to
SDG 16 .. ’! & create inclusive, effective, and peaceful societies
nstitutions
that support long term development.
SDG 17 Partnerships for the goals | Strengthening the global partnership for SD.

In the following figure, the theoretical framework of the study is clearly and simply
explained, where business schools, internationally are supposed to generate through their study
plans general knowledge that assists with achieving the SDGs by providing the labor market
with competent graduates (future employees) as a part of a holistic integrated process to achieve

SD in any country all over the world; Palestine is taken as a case study.
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Education plays a crucial role in achieving concrete Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). SD in education involves focusing on competencies necessary to achieve SDGs,
communicating specific competencies that foster students’ participation in achieving SDGs,
and developing curriculum, competences, teacher training, and learning for the future (Bertschy
etal., 2013). Firms pursue sustainability for ethical and economic reasons, describing it as doing
what is right and smart. Human personalization of sustainability in careers or daily lives as a
means of contributing to its achievement is significantly influenced by human competencies, as
organizations seek to increase profitability by acquiring the best human and natural resources
(Stubbs et al., 2008). SD is an approach to development that meets present needs without
compromising future needs, allowing different individuals or groups with varying political
preferences, value systems, or assumptions about human nature to concur on whether these
criteria are met in a specific program (Ciegis et al., 2009). The concept of SD is based on
three dimensions settled in balance: ecological, social, and economic pillars of sustainability,
observing human development in relation to natural resources capacity and community needs
(Tomislav, 2018; Alfoqahaa and Nour, 2022).

Integrating SD subjects into the teaching and learning process is part of education for SD,
addressing issues such as poverty, the environment, and disaster risk reduction. Participatory
teaching and learning models are required to encourage and provide students with the instruments
needed to change their behavior and take steps toward sustainable growth. Research findings
highlight the critical role that education for SD may play in ensuring a sustainable future,
promoting competencies like critical thinking, imagining future scenarios, and collaborative
decision-making (Pauw et al., 2015). SD calls for a new awareness of the need to achieve
sustainable well-being by integrating all stakeholders in the decision-making process and
strengthening partnerships between researchers, the local market, and government to sustain the
SDGs. New organizational sensibility is required to manage, promote, and ensure sustainable
development. A managerial strategy is essential to mobilize energy and meet the challenges of
promoting sustainable development (Di Fabio, 2017). The idea of regulating economic growth
and prosperity while sharing rewards with the ecosystem in co-evolution was a forerunner
of sustainable development. The development process that begins in academics depends on
creativity and imagination. Sound economic policies view legacy as a crucial resource for
progress (Fusco Girard, 2013; M. Najjar, A. Nour, 2022).

According to Waas et al. (2010), higher education plays a significant role in SD and building
up a learning society. It is essential to encourage scientific research that is vital for producing
new knowledge, preparing future leaders and teachers, and communicating gained knowledge
to policymakers and the public sector. Robert et al. (2005) added that SD can be described as
a negotiation that involves a variety of stakeholders and viewpoints to find practical solutions

that address the goals of opposing interest groups.
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achievable only through innovation and learning (Silvestre et al., 2019). SD calls academics
to consider the competence sets of future generations in their current choices and plans,
understanding how present lifestyles affect these competences by providing an actual basis to

evaluate whether certain lifestyles are sustainable or not (Lessmann et al., 2013).

The sustainability programs offered by higher education institutions should equip students
with the knowledge and skills needed to fulfill the needs of the public, private, and civil sectors.
They should contribute to solving difficult societal problems and constructing a sustainable
future (Wiek et al., 2015). Instead of concentrating on a single business discipline, future relevant
education needs should be built around social, environmental, and economic challenges and
reflective practice, enabling students to learn from their experiences by focusing on the whole

person—mind, heart, and soul (Dyllick et al., 2015).

To achieve SDGs, all parties involved (universities, the local market, and government)
should work together. Early in the policy cycle, the political process should take scientific
evidence and expertise into account. Additionally, it is necessary to periodically assess the
SD implementation strategy and identify relevant social, economic, and environmental
indicators (Hak et al., 2016). To sustain SD development in all spheres of life, there must be
ongoing cooperation between business schools and the local market (Gupta et al., 2016). Such
cooperation is reflected in what is called the 5 P’s of SDGs: Planet, People, Prosperity, Peace,
and Partnership (FAO, 2015).

Table 1. The 5°Ps of SDG

Sustainable development SP’s Meaning
Save natural resources, and climate for future
Planet .
generations.
People Eradicate all forms of hunger and poverty.
T Malntaln healthy, happy lifestyles in harmonization
with nature.
Peace Promote inclusive, justice, and peaceful society.
Partnership Establish an effective global cooperation to carry
out the agenda.

Governments, businesses, and environmental organizations worldwide support the idea of
sustainable development (SD) as a check on unchecked growth. All countries and economies
must focus on educational patterns, social and cultural factors, and income inequalities to
achieve SD (Prizzia, 2017). SD can be defined as “the future we want,” consisting of three main
pillars: economic sustainability, achieving current consumption levels without compromising
future needs; social sustainability, incorporating principles about institutional stability, equity,
and empowerment; and environmental sustainability, related to the natural environment and its

continued usefulness and resistance to human life (Mensah, 2019; Hadeel et al., 2023).
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2 Background

Sustainable development (SD) is defined as the strategy of development that leads
nations to progress economically and socially while preserving their environmental resources,
referring to national policy (Leal, 2011). Consequently, SD needs to be deeply rooted in the
higher education system of any country to form what could be called a ‘built-in’ approach for
sustainable development—an approach that can be more effectively facilitated by linking staff

development and organizational change (Barth et al., 2012).

The aim of education for SD is to raise people’s awareness of issues related to SD, as well
as their capacity to participate responsibly in shaping future developments and to inventively
tackle societal, environmental, economic, and cultural challenges. This creative approach
addresses economic, social, environmental, and cultural issues (Bath et al., 2015). Cebrian et
al. (2015) described SD as the capacity to construct future plans and actions by actively shaping
and changing society to adopt sustainable behaviors. Higher education incorporates various
activities such as operations, community outreach, assessment and reporting, collaboration with
other institutions, integrating sustainability into institutional frameworks, on-campus living

opportunities, and “Educate the Educators” initiatives (Lozano et al., 2017).

SD involves creating and maintaining the conditions necessary for the planet’s current and
future generations to live well by developing strong partnerships in close cooperation with
peers, students, and local organizations to investigate values and attitudes about social justice
and sustainability (Sims et al., 2013). At all levels, it combines a country’s economic, social,
and environmental components (Dhahri et al., 2018). According to Broman et al. (2017), the
definition of SD establishes the fundamental requirements that must be met by the natural and
social systems to prevent systematic degradation. Sustainability principles are established to

be as precise criteria as possible—required, sufficient, general, concrete, and non-overlapping.

SD is a transformation process in higher education institutions impacted by awareness,
organizational structure, human and financial resources, and teamwork between departments
and partners. Collaboration between government agencies and non-profit organizations is
necessary to embrace sustainable development. Every university’s study program should

include a required course on SD for each field of study (Verhulst et al., 2017).

Sustainable development goals (SDGs) pose a major challenge for businesses providing
goods and services used every day, as well as for governments and society as a whole.
Academics play an integral role in this field by conducting research and mentoring the next
generation of business leaders. Additionally, they play a role in establishing a baseline of
business requirements for SDGs, and they must tackle this major challenge now (Christ et al.,
2019). SD demonstrates linkages between sustainability’s economic, social, and environmental

components, necessitating significant changes in businesses, supply chains, and communities,
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Moreover, the research can shed light on the importance of business schools in providing
the local market with qualified graduates who possess the necessary competencies and skills
to contribute to economic growth. This is especially relevant in a country like Palestine, which

faces economic challenges due to political instability and limited resources.

By examining the contributions of Palestinian universities to achieving SDGs, the study can
identify gaps and opportunities for improvement. This can help policymakers and university
administrators develop strategies to enhance the contributions of business schools to SD. It
can also provide valuable insights into the contributions of business schools in Palestinian
universities to achieving SDGs. The findings can support the development process and actions

towards achieving SD, ultimately improving the quality of life in Palestine.

The primary objective of this study is to investigate the degree to which SDGs were integrated
into business school curricula and whether graduates possessed the necessary competencies

related to these goals. Two sub-objectives are developed as follows:

» To examine the role of business schools in Palestinian universities in achieving SDGs. *
To examine whether the graduates’ competencies of business schools fit the local market
employers’ needs in regard to SDGs.

In conformity with these objectives, the following two questions will be addressed by this

study:

» To what extent do the study plans of business schools tackle SDGs?  To what extent do the
graduates’ competencies of business schools fit the needs of employers in the local market
in relation to SDGs?

Accordingly, a general research hypothesis is developed: “There is no significant difference
at (a<=0.05) between university faculty members’ point of view and Palestinian employers’

point of view regarding the role of Palestinian business schools in achieving SDGs.
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1 Introduction

Sustainable Development (SD) has emerged as a pressing global issue that policymakers
and economists must address worldwide due to its impact on the quality of human life. The term
“sustainable development” was historically formulated by the Brundtland Commission report.
The definition of SD is the method of fulfilling current needs without affecting the capacity of
future generations to meet their own needs (Caiado et al., 2018). International organizations and
research centers have adopted SDGs as a top priority in their development plans for the purpose
of the development process due to its significance in holistic development plans, recognizing
its importance in achieving development and economic growth. The United Nations approved
the 17 SDGs as a global call to end poverty, preserve the environment, and achieve social,

economic, and environmental sustainability (UNDP, 2015).

The achievement of SDGs has become an essential concern for business experts, researchers,
and policymakers worldwide. This is because SD is essential for promoting economic
development while fostering social equality, protecting the environment, and improving

everyone’s standard of living.

Research and education at universities play a vital role in generating knowledge and
innovative ideas necessary for developing new business models, entrepreneurship, and
management styles. By creating and sharing new knowledge, universities contribute to the
creation of new start-up companies and the development of existing businesses’ competitive
advantage. They also help guide capital ventures, investors, and businessmen to make informed
decisions that improve their products and services’ market competitiveness. Preparing future
generations and future leaders with the required competencies and skills will enable them to
lead their institutions efficiently and participate in achieving economic growth and SD in all
productive sectors. Therefore, the aim of this study was to determine whether the study plans of
business schools at Palestinian universities contribute to the achievement of SDGs (G1, G4, G8,
G9, G12, G16, G17). The study also examined whether business schools’ graduates have the
necessary knowledge and skills for the regional market, given the strong relationship between

the business schools and the local business sector.

This study is highly important as it investigates the relationship between business schools
in Palestinian universities and SDGs. This is a relatively underexplored area, and the research
can provide valuable insights into whether these generation-building institutions are genuinely

contributing to the process of SD in Palestine.

The function of business schools in developing knowledge and researchers to improve
human life quality is crucial, especially in developing countries like Palestine. By guiding
policymakers and businessmen, business schools can help organizations in the local market

implement strategies and policies to encourage sustainable growth.
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Abstract

The aim of this research was to examine the role that business schools in Palestinian
universities played in achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (G1, G4, G8, G9,
G12, G16, G17) through their study plans, due to their close connections to the local market.
Additionally, the study aimed to determine whether business school graduates acquire the skills
and competencies necessary for the local market. For this descriptive and analytical study, a
survey questionnaire was created to collect data from faculty members and employers in the
local market. The findings show that business schools in Palestinian universities have included
SDGs in their study plans to a medium-to-high degree, with a stronger focus on quality
education. Employers in the local market view graduates from these study plans as having the
necessary competencies and skills, and they also rate their compliance with SDGs as being
between moderate and high, particularly in quality education. Regarding the degree to which the
competencies and skills of business school graduates meet those of the local market and are thus
relevant to SDGs, there were no significant differences between the perceptions of university
faculty members and employers in the local market. However, notable significant differences
were found in the areas of international standardization, capacity knowledge in operational
expertise, economic and industrial challenges, and partnerships for the goals. Business schools
in Palestinian universities should continue to set a high priority on incorporating SDGs into
their study plans and matching the competencies and skills of their graduates with the demands
of the local market. The considerable areas of variance between employers in the Palestinian
market and university faculty members present opportunities for greater collaboration to meet

the requirements of the local market and accomplish SDGs.

Keywords: Business Schools; Economic Growth; Sustainable Development; Local Market;

Innovation.
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